Introduction
The taxonomy of the Asian natricid genus Amphiesma Duméril, Bibron & Duméril, 1854 remains in a state of flux, with several species described or resurrected during the last 15 years (David & Das 2003; David et al. 2005 David et al. , 2007 David et al. , 2010 David et al. , 2013 Ziegler & Quyet 2006) . Currently, this large genus is composed of 42 species. Malnate (1960) addressed the systematics of this genus, previously considered a synonym of the large genus Natrix Laurenti, 1768. Malnate defined a group named as "Amphiesma khasiense species group" that included A. khasiense (Boulenger, 1890) , A. craspedogaster (Boulenger, 1899 ), A. popei (Schmidt, 1925 , A. pryeri (Boulenger, 1887) , A. sauteri (Boulenger, 1909) , A. vibakari (Boie, 1826), A. venningi (Wall, 1910) as well as A. parallelum (Boulenger, 1890) and related species. However, Malnate (1960) had pointed out that Amphiesma parallelum and the related, striped species differed from other members of his "A. khasiense group" by their abruptly and strongly enlarged posterior maxillary teeth. On the basis of these characters, David et al. (2013) referred Amphiesma parallelum and related species into a distinct, informal species group, that currently includes Amphiesma parallelum (Boulenger, 1890) , A. bitaeniatum (Wall, 1925) , A. octolineatum (Boulenger, 1904) , A. platyceps (Blyth, 1854), and A. sieboldii (Günther, 1860). Furthermore, A. metusia Inger, Zhao, Shaffer & Wu, 1990 , a striped species, is tentatively referred to this group due to its color pattern. Species of the A. parallelum group, that inhabit the Himalayas and
